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GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. 
Gentlemen of the Senate 

and House of Representatives •' 
Assembling again for the discharge ol 

the high trusts delegated to us bv our fel- 
low citizens let us, while gratefully re- 

membering past favors, look to the Dis- 

pense! of all good for a continuance of bles- 

sings, and for that wisdom, prudence and 

energy which should ever characterize 
the course of public servants. 

In proceeding to the discharge of the 

duty enjoined by the Constitution of giving 
the Legislature information of the condi- 
tion of the Slate, and recoinnending to 

their consideration such measures as may 
be judged expedient, permit me in the first 

place to call your attention to the condition 
ofo.it finances, retorting you ‘however, for 

particular and detailed information upon 
the subject, to the Report of the Treas- 
urer. 

It will be perceived that there has been 
a considerable augmentation within the 

past year, of the State debt. This, as you 
must be aware, has arisen from the extra- 

ordinary occurrences upon our north-east- 
ern frontier, and was provided for in the 
very liberal appropri itions of ttie last Legis- 
lature. Whether the expenditure was a 

judicious and profitable one, regarding 
the whole afiTtir as a matter of mere dol- 
lars and cents, is a consideration that few, 
I presume will be disposed to entertain.— 
The honor as well as interests of the 
State was involved: and the promptness, 
spirit and unanimity with which the case 

was met by the Legislature and by the 

people, was such, to say the least, as to 

command a warm and generous approval 
throughout the Union; and may I not add, 
can never cause a regret in the bosom of 

any rightminded and truehearted citi- 
zen. 

A large portion of the expenses incur- 
red in the border difficulties during the 
last year, will undoubtedly be refunded by 
the General Government ; provision for 
which, I trust, will be made at the present 
session of Congress. This sum, togeth- 
er with about ninety thousand dollars, the 

proportion belonging to this State, of‘the 
Massachusetts claim,’ which, it is believed, 
has been allowed by the accounting offi- 
cers of government, and is now awaiting an 

anproptiation by Congress, will reduce the 
State debt to a small amount, and leave our 

hnancial affiiirs in an easy condition. 
Thou/h the difficulties in the way of 

procuring the State loan to be taken up a- 

broarl have proved to lie insurmountable, 
without paving a t extravagant rate of inter- 

est, which I ain persuaded would not have 
met y *ur approval, the Treasurer, never- 

theless, informs me that he has been able, 
bv means of loan* from the Ranks and in- 

dividuals of our own State, 1o pay promptly 
the interest on the the public debt and to 

provide generally for the necessities of the 

Treasury, with the exception of monies due 

to the towns and the temporV loans of the 

Banks. Thit something however, should 

now be done to defray the expenses of gov- 

ernment. and to answerthe legitimate calls 

upon the Treasury, besides bmrowing, is 
manifest. Longer to depend upon this re- 

source, would be as inconstant with the 

true dignitt of the State as it would be im- 

jolitioio regard to oursojres and unjuat to 

those who are to succeed us. I have 
therefore, no hesitation in recommending a 

renew al of the Slate tax. This was sus- 

pended at a time when extravagant notions' 
prevailed in regard to the value and antici- 
pated income oflhe public lands, and is 
now generally admitted to have been a 

mistaken and unwise policy. Let us re- 

pair the errirso far as we can. Let a 

Slate tax now be assessed lor an amount 

sufficient, at least, to defray the expenses 
o( government, ami to pay the interest 
on the debt, after it shall have be reduced 
as before suggested. 

I am aware that un objection may be. 
as it heretofore lias been urged, that 
great changes have taken place since the 
valuation of 18:10, and that therefore a ia\ 

based upon that valuation would be unequ- 
al imd unjust. A proposition lor a tax 

may always be met with objections of this 
sort, in a young and rapidly growing 
Stine, and subject, as all property is to 

constant tiactuation and change. Precise 
j and perfect ebuality is at no tune attain- 
able. If you approach ns near it as is 

practicable under existing circumstances, 
it is ail that can reasonably be -required ol 

you. Our constituents, I am peiauaded, 
will submit to it cheerfully. If they are 

too just to be unwilling to support a gov- 
ernment instituted by themselves, and ad 
ministered for their benefit, so are they too 

patriotic not to be willing to submit to far 

greater sacrifices than the assessment of this 
tax, unequal to some extent though it 
might be, when the good of the Slate re- 

quires it. Besides, is it not worthy of 
consideration, that if a tax based upon 
the last valuation would operate more 

favorably to one portion of the State than 
to others, it would be to the younger and 

newly settled portion: and this class of 
our population it has always been the poli- 
cy of the Stnte to foster and encourage. — 

And still further, may not some offset f>r 
this inequality be found in the excess of 

representation in the Legislature which 
(he older portions of the Slate enjoy over 

the younger. 
The difficulty presented in this ca-'e, 

will very naturaly suggest the expediency 
of avoiding it in future, by causing the val- 
uation to be taken oftener than the period- 
now fixed bv law. Once in five instead 
of once in ten years, it semes to me. 

would be preferable, while the State l-> 

rapidly advancing in wealth and pupula 
I tion. 

1 he appropriation lor the Insane Hos- 

pital mails al the last session oflhe Leg- 
13'ature being exhausted, the work has 

consequently been suspended The c.osl 

of finishing the. south wing and the cen 

tre, agreeably to the apparent design of 
the last Legislature, is estimated at five 
thousand four hundred dollars—and for 
finishing the north wing, three thousand 
six hundred dollars. If an appropriation 
he made for either object, another appro- 
priation, perhaps will be needed to fur- 
nish suitably the part thus completed, and 
to defray the expenses incident to getting 
the institution into operation. In this event 

also, it will be necessary to make some pro 
vision for the appointment of officers, and 
to adopt some permanent system of govern- 
ment for the institution. 

The omission to make an appropriation at 
the last session for n continuance of the ge 
ological survey of the Stale, I trust may be 

regard'd rither as a temporary suspension 
of the survey, than a general ab n h.nm lit 

o' it. Aside from the public t en' fits anticipa- 
ted from so trifling an expendi'nre. it wonln 
seem to be hut just to those pniltnua oftlie 
Suite thus far neglected, that'he sui viu 

should at some time, be resiinv’d The 
time of recommencement is not verv i npor- 
tnnt, and should of course be determined 
by the condition of the Treasury. 

On the subject of the militia. I do not 

propose to make any suggestions in addi- 

tion to those contained in utv message of 

January last.„ My views, then fully ex- 

presred, rernahi unchanged. Permit me 

however, to refer yon to some valuable sug- 

gestions this subject, in the accompanying 
Report of the Adjutant General. 

In regard also, to the important interests 

of Agriculture and education, I would re- 

spectfully refer you to my communication 
tithe Legislature of Inst year, having noth- 
ing new to add upon these subjects. 

I feel constrained to repeat a former re- 

cnniniendnlion in regard to an additional 

Judge to the Supreme Judicial Court. The 

experience of another year has only ten- 

ded to fortify and confirm the reasons then 
advanced. 

The Commissioners appointed to revise 
the laws of the State, have, with the ter- 

mination of the ypns, brought their ardu- 
ous and important labours to a close. Their 

Report, which is before you, will undoubt- 

edly receive that careful and laborious at- 

tention which its magnitude and deep in- 
terest to the Stale require. 

The duty of practising a rigid economy 

at all limes, is obvious: but especially is it 
incumbent on us in the present exhausted 
condition of the Treasury—and when the 

necpgsary supplies, for the present at leasi. 
must probably he obtained by a resort t" 

taxation. 
The Act of March 21st, 1835, restrain- 

ing the emission and circulation of bank 
bills of a small denomination was su«peii 
ded for the period of two years hv an Act 

passed March8. 1833. The term of sus- 

pension being soon to expire, the subject 
will require your further consideration n' 

the present session. 
The subject of the currency is one of 

general and absorbing interest, and indeet; 

may be said to affect, more or leas, the bu« 
ine«s and interests id every man in the 
community. And however we may diffe 
as to the best mean* of securing a sound 
currency, all will agree, that au unsound 

or unstable one, is a curse to any country 
in which it exists. How it has been in our 

own countrv, we all know from bitter ex- 

perience. The wonderfully rapid transi- 
tions from abundant plenty to extreme 

scarcity, that we have so frequently witness- 

ed, producing a corresponding change in 
the value and prices of properly, while they 
astound iho-e who are uninitiated in the 

mysteries of banking, are ruinous to the 

regular business and pursuits of all. And 
what else ran rationally he expected?- — 

When bank hills roust dine the currency of 
a countrv, and it rests in the decision ot a 

few individuals, w ho are actuated by Ilk** 
motives and passions, and governed by like 
interests with other men. whellie- money 
shall be plenty or scarce, it would he un- 

reasonable to expect to he exempt from 
cons'ant if not ruinous fluctuation*. I 
would not I e unjust in banks any more than 
I would to individuals If they have rights, 
let them lie scrupulously respected. It 

they are under obligat ons let their perfor- 
mance be rigidly exacted. Without there- 
fore seekin. to destroy, I would contend 
fur such a regulation and control of them 
as to prevent, if possible, a incurrence of 
the evils alluded to. 1 hev should nut have 
the power, as they now have, incidentally, 
by the natural operaiion andeffect of bank- 

ing, to exclude all specie from circulation, 
and to force an entire, and often a depre- 
ciated paper currency upon the cuintnmiiiy. 
A portion, at least, of the currency should 
he beyond their control, and emphatical- 
ly in the hands ol the people Then not- 

withstanding a sudden contraction of loans 
and a reduction of their circulation by the 

banks, the community wilt not be left des- 
titute of a circulating medium, nor the 
streams of business uparly dried up. One 
mode of effecting this, to some extent at 

least, is to prohibit the issue and circula- 
tion of bank bills of a small denomination. 
When these nrp withdrawn, the channels 
nf circulation immediately becomes peitna- 
nerit irnm the verv nature nf the cikp anil 
the necessities nf business. So far as inv 

knowledge extendi, this was the operation 
of the restraining law ol 183o. and was on- 

ly interrupt* d by the suspension of specie 
payments by the banks. Piior to that 

event, there was un want nf silver. The 
•m ill hills disappear! <1 ami their p'ace was 

-upplit-d wit*’ specie, by * process so gen- 

tle ill-vi (be change was scarcely percepti- 
ble v hile going on, and affected no inter- 
ests in the community, nut even those nf 
the hanks themselves, hut fur good. That 
such would be the effect again, under simi- 
lar circumstances 1 have no doubt. \\ ith 

these views therefore, 1 cannot hesitate to 

recommend a renewed attempt, now or 

hereafter, as may be denned htst, to effect 
flip design of the law alluded to No laws 

however, can I>p effectually executed unless 
sustained by the public opinion, especially 
one of this character. Whether therefore, 
the present, is, or is not, the best time to 

attempt its revival—wheter it should, at 

first, embrace so many bills of a small de- 
nomination— or whether all its piovisions 
are judiciously adopted totheend proposed, 
are questions which your own experience, 
and the knowledge you bring with you front 
all parts of the State, of the views and wish- 
es of the people, will enable you to decide 
satisfactorily. 

In general I have not deemed ii expedi- 
ent in rnv communications to the Legisltt 
line, to riiscU'S political questions howevt 

important they might he, when they had 
no direct connexion with the httsiin ss legit 
imitelv coming before you—and it is witu- 

■ i■ t an intended dopmture from ibis rule 
rl>at I allude, by wav of foitilyuig the view 

just expressed, to the prospect til it an im- 

portant change isahiiut to lie IT cl**d in lit* 
financial operations * if the General Guvei u 

nient, and consequently, though indirectly 
in the currency ol the country. 1 lie In- 

dependent Treasury system,” judging limn 
the elections ami oilier strong indications, 
aftpr an opposition, able, long continued 
pud fierce, seetns, happily, to have receiv- 
ed the approbation of the people, and is 

probably about to be adopted as the estab- 

lished policy of the Country. This con- 

templates, by a gradual chnnge from the 

present system, n payment ‘if all dues to 

the National G iverument in silver and gold. 
The disbursmeuts of the government being 
also to he made in the same currency, will 
infuse a larger portion of the precious met- 

als into the circulating medium, and thus 
afford essential aid tollman Slates disposed 
to restrain the issue and circulation of small 

hills, in carrying into effect laws enacted 
for titai purpo-e. If an addition to this,we 
consider.that our own banks will undoubted- 
ly adhere to their honorable and commen- 

dable policv of maintaining specie pay- 
ments, there can be no reason to doubt, 
that specie may he easily and abundantly 
obtained hv the people to supply the place 
of -mail bills. 

The long pending question in relation t" 
our North astern boundary isstill open and 

unadjusted, though we have reason, per- 
hatis, for believing, that it It is male some 

advances during the past year. We have 
had a renewed expression of opinion on 

the part, of the General Government tW 
the territory in dispute is a part o' the Slot 

■if M line— an indies.;.*n ol a determina- 
tion to discharge, in good faith, the duty of 

'hat government to 'his State of main'aining 
■he integrity of its territorv--nnd a nation- 

il sanction of the m l'arv demonstration 
made bv this Stale in February and March 
ast It is aNo well understood now hv nI' 

oarties. that however patient and forbear- 

ing Maine will he while honest and earnest 

attempts are liping made In run the line an*1 
d, finitivelv settle the question, Rhe will not 

submit longer to he deprived of her tern- 

•orv hv such n system of vexa'inns and un- 

justifiable procrnstintrion as It s heretofore 
been practised} and tb*t lhe question must 

be settled speedily, in some way or oher, 
if hostilities would be avoided. Ths is 

gaining something. W hen parties arefully 
aware of the prer.isp position they octipv. 
the next step taken by them will be *ken 
understanding^, whatever else ms be 
said of it. Again, the occurrences if last 
«inter served In awnken the attentim of 
the country to the momentous impotence 
of the question, and to induce such at ex- 

aminatinn of it as to result in a stmni and 

universal conviction, that the preienr of 

cla’in set up bv G'eat Biitiin to the dspu- 
led teriitorv i« palpably unlimnded mil un- 

just and can be perseveri d in.only,ihi>nt>h 
an intet disregard of the plain and qinm- 

biguous t. ru.s of the treaty of 178.). 

S”on af’er tne termination o| you* ses- 

sion in March last, a proposition wasmade 

I,v ttie British Gov- rilinelit to the givern- 
mi ni at Washington for es'ablishitig l com- 

mission for the purpose of explorntwi and 

survey, but it wasconneeli d with smli lim- 

itations, as, it is understood, caus’d ail 

immediate rejection ot it by tin* Prditlflit. 
After which, and believed to be nstarly as 

Jnlv last a earnnter project was snbnitted to 

the British Government, In which,as we 

le.trn by the late mpssage of the Prssidrit 
: no ref ly has vet been received. 
; P<*nriiri2 this negotiation, ii bppjii*, me 

British Government has deemed itexp*di- 
; Put to nmkp an exploration of the disputed 
territory by commissioners sent out for that 

purpose the alleged object being, to ob- 
tain topographic; I information Ike., as a 

means of promoting an early and just de- 
termination of the question in dispute — 

These commissioners have complet'd the 

j exploration nud returned to England to re- 

port to their government. \V hat that le- 

per! is to he, or what is to be the effect of 
it remains to be seen "Pile courtesy due 
from one government to another requires us, 

perhaps, to believe, that the real and 
avowed design are thp same, and that this 

survey has been undertaken really for the 

acquisition of information and not for mere 

purposes ot delay. At all events, a short 
time will determine. As the commission- 
ers mav he expected to have reached Eng* 
land about ihe first of January, there will 
he ample lime before the terminaiion of your 
present session, supposing it to he of the 
usual length, for the British Government 
to avail itself of its additional information 
and to communicate with the government 
of the United Staos, in repiy to the coun- 

ter pioposiiiou submitted many mouths ago. 
Ifsich coniiiiiin-cBtionshould not be made 
within the time antic paled, I think you 
mav fairly regard the British Government 
aa having leturued to its old piaetice ot 

procrastination, and will he justified iu ad- 

opting more vigorous and determined meas- 

ures than have ever heretofore been adop- 
ted to secure to this Stale both tier prop- 
erly and jurisdiction in her lawful territory; 
unless the necessity for such a course 

should he obviated by the action of thej 
General Government. What those meas- 

ures should he, may properly be left to lu- 
lirre consideration. I need not say, that, 
in all your efforts to secure to Maine her 

just rights, you may depend upon my hearty 
co-operation. 

In giving you information of the doings 
of this Government, in relation to the dis- 
ouleil territory sinre the adjournment of the 
Legislature in March last, permit me to 

refer to certain Resolves passed the 23d ol 

that month. In one of them it is resolved 
as follows, to wit; “that, when lie [the 
•‘Governor] shall he satisfied either hv the 
“declara'ioos f the I.leuteiinnt Governoi 
••of New Brunswick or otherwise, that the 
•Matter has abandoned all intention of oc- 

•nreupying the territory with a military 
•force, and of attempting the expulsion o' 

‘our party—that then the exigency which 
‘called forth the militia having ceased, Hie 

G ■verimr he,and he hereby is authorized 
‘to withdraw the same, leaving the Laud 

1 “Agent with a sufficient posse, armed or 

“unarmed as the case may require, to car- 

‘•r\ said resolve into effect.” 
Soon after the adoption of this reslotinn 

I received the written assent of the Lieut 
Governor of New Brunswick to the fol- 
lowing proporsit ion made to him by Maj. 
Gen Scott, to wit: “That it is not the 
intention of the Lieut Governor of Her 
Brilanic Majesty’s Province of New Brun- 
swick. under the expected renewal of ne- 

gociaiiotis between the Cabinets of Lon- 
don and Washington on the subject of the 
<aid disput'd territory, without renewed 
instructions to that effect from his govern- 
ment, to seek to take military possession 
of that territory, or to seek by military 
force to expel the armed civil posse or the 
troops of Maine.” 

It appealing to me that the precise con- 

tingency contemplated by the Legislature 
had neenred I could not hesitate to re- 

call the troops. Any other course, it would 
seemed to me, would he not only incur- 

ring needless expense, but disregarding 
the express directions of the L-gislature. 
Nor was the step taken with any reluctance 
as one in the slightest derogatory to the 
lumor ol the State. We bad never at- 

ternpied or profe-sed to take military pos- 
session of'the territory. A recurrence to 

the resolves of the 24lh of January and 

the 29th ef Fcbtntry-will show, that the 

d.jeci was to at res', trespassers and pro- 
tect our property from devastation; and n! 

the last particularly, t<> resist a threat ol 

expulsion from the teriimry hv the Lieut. 
Governor of the Province of New Bruns- 
wick. The withdrawing Ihe troops, there- 
fore, was, in no sense, an abandonment o 

•inv position t>knn by this State. Th*- 
•loops maintained their ground while th' 
exigency which called them out remained 
— when that ceased they retired For a 

more detailed account »f miliary opera 
linns I refer you to the accompanying Re- 

port of th« Adjutant General, 1 cannot 

however, permit this opportunity to pass 
without saying that the militia called into 
servire, both officers and privates, with 
but few exceptions, conducted in a man- 
lier in the highest dpgree creditable to 
themselves and to the Stale 

In further compliance with the Resolve 
of the 22d of March, the Land Agent, with 
a sufficient armed pnsse remained in the 
territory after the withdrawal of the troop s. 
For a particular account <>l his procee- 
dings I most refer you to his report. It 
seems t hit during most of the time he has 
had in the service about two hundred men. 
That they have not been idle, will appear, 
I think, hv looking nt what they have ar.- 

complislied. In nddilinn to the labor ex- 

pended in fiti'shing tolerably substantial 
fortifications erected upon the Aroostook, 
with two large block houses and similar 
building- at the mouth of Fish river, they 
have made over one hundred miles of rnnd 
thr- noh the heart of the w ilderness—all of 
it being suitable for travelling with carria- 
ges and for the transportation of heavy 
loads. Boonti hive also been extended a- 

eross the Aroo-took and Fish rivers, of the 
most substantial character, and much val- 
uable timber thereby saved. On the 
whole, though the expenses have been nec- 

essarily gieat.it is believed that the true 
interest of the State have been promoted 
by the course pursued by the Land Agent 
and those who have been associated with 
hin\. 

Ehrlv in (lie fall, complaint was mad? 
tome t\nt the Land Agent of Massachu- 
setts was granting permits to persons resid- 
ing in the province of new Brunswick and 
others, to rut timber upon lands contigu- 
ous to, and lying upon both sides of the 
Aroostook river. And it was represented 
that if such practice was to be persevered 
in, it would be impossible to execute the 
laws and resolves of the Slate in relation 
to the prevention of trespassers upon the 

public lands. The evils before experienced 
from this cause, and those apprehended, 
were represented as numerous; and among 
others, that these permits were used by 
many ai a mere cover for depredations n- 

|mn the lands of this State. Under these 
rireums'nneps 1 felt constrained to address 
the Land Agent of this Stale, advising that 
thp utmost rightful power should he exerted 
on his p»it, to counteract the dcsigns’of 
these persons; and that he notify them, 
that if th°v preserved in thir preserved in 
their attempts, the legislature would prob- 
ably adopt some regulations in regard to 
the use of our public streams which would 
render the lumbering operations of hut 
little avail to those engaged in them. The 
Land Agent conformed to this advice, 
and I am happy to state mv belief, that no 

more permits were subsequently granted, 
and that most of the persons who had pre- 
viously obtined permits, abandoned the de- 
singn of operation under them. A lew, 
however, did not anil whether any measures 

should be adopted in relation to them car- 

rying out the suggestion beforeainade, it is 

^br you to judge. 
The views which T have presented in 

this communication upon the subject of the 
boundary, were those entertained in- 
dependantly of what is now an ascer- 

lained fact, to wit: that our teiritory 
is actually invaded, and of course are to be 
modified bv that circumstance. Official 
information oft hat fact was received by me 

a few days since w hile on my way to this 
place, in a reply of the Lieutenant Gov* 
etnornf the Province of New Brunswick to 
a letter of inquiry addressed to him by 
uivs' If in rel tionlo this subject. It is 
admitted that one or two companies of Brit- 
ish troops have been stationed at Teinis- 
eouata Lake, but it is alleged bv the Lieu- 
tenant Governor to have been done, not 
bv his own orders but by the authorities 
of Lower Canada. This movement, I can- 

not hut regard, under whatever branch of 
British authority, or on whatever pretence 
it may have been made, not only ns a vio- 
lation of the spirit of the arrangement n- 

greed upon in March laslrhut as clearly 
an invasion of our territory. Under these 
circumstances I deemed it to be my duty 
immediately to communicate the facts to the 
President of the United States, with other, 
though less official information received of 
the building of barracks by the British 
Government on both sides of the St. John, 
near the mouth of the Madawaska river, 
which I did.calling officially .for that action 
on the part of the general government 
which the case required, and the Consti- 
tution and laws ofliio United States clearly 
enjoined. 

I ought not perhaps, to close this com- 
munication without adverting to a difficul- 
ty between the State of Georgia and this 
Slate, growing out of a demand made by 
the late Governor of Georgia upon Gover- 
nors Dunlap and Kent to deliver up two 

citizens charged with the abduction of a 

slave from that state, and which person it 
was alleged had fled from justice; and the 
refusal to deliver them up upon grounds 
deemed bv the then Governors of this State 
to be constitutional and satisfactory. The 
proceedings of the legislature of Georgia 
having been, at the request of the Gov- 
ernor of that State, laid before the legisla- 
ture of this State, and the latter having ta- 

ken no action thereon, referring the whola 
matter to the Executive, the Governor of 
Georgia thereupon in his mesegeto the leg- 
islature holds the following language: 

“The conduct of the Legislature of 
“Maine and the previous conduct of Gov- 
ernor Dunlap and Governor Kent, prove 
“conclusively, that the opposition to the 
“institution of slavery is so great among 
“the people of that state that their pub- 
“lick authorities are prevented from obey- 
“ing 'he injunctions of the Constitution 
“of t,kc U. States, when required to d*-. 


